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Type	2	respiratory	failure	results	from	underventilation,	which	can	occur	even	in	the	context	of	healthy	lungs.Lung	(or	pulmonary	vascular)	disease	disturbs	the	delicate	ventilation¢ÃÂÂperfusion	(V/Q)	matching	system.	When	you	receive	a	copy	of	your	blood	test	results,	you	might	be	confused	by	all	the	numbers	and	abbreviations.	This	implies	a
problem	with	V/Q	matching	(ie	a	problem	with	either	the	lungs	or	the	pulmonary	vasculature).ABG	interpretation	is	not	difficult.	Blood	Chemistry	Also	known	as	a	chemistry	panel	or	chem	7,	this	test	actually	includes	seven	tests	that	measure	different	enzymes	in	the	blood	as	well	as	evaluate	your	kidney	function.	The	problem	with	this	measurement
is	that	it	is	markedly	affected	by	PaCO2.	The	major	advantage	of	BE	is	that	its	normal	range	is	really	easy	to	remember.	What	one	would	like	to	know	is	what	the	HCO3	would	have	been	had	the	PaCO2	been	normal.	Only	when	hypoxia	is	more	severe	(approximately	PaO2
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